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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PROJECT INTRODUCTION 

In December 2013, The Clancy Group Plc commissioned Middlemarch Environmental Ltd to undertake a 

series of ecological surveys at the proposed sewerage system and Wastewater Treatment Works at 

Mountfield in East Sussex.  This report details the findings of the Badger Survey. 

 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd has also carried out the following surveys on this site: 

 

Great Crested Newt HSI: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-01; 

Water Vole Survey: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-02;  

White-Clawed Crayfish Survey: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-04; 

and, 

Dormouse Survey: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-05. 

Ecological Protection Plan: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-06. 

 

1.2 SITE INTRODUCTION 

The site is located in Mountfield, East Sussex and is centred at National Grid Reference TQ 744 201. The 

site is located within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Areas of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty are areas of high scenic quality that have statutory protection in order to conserve and 

enhance the natural beauty of their landscapes. The proposed works involve the installation of a pipline 

through various areas between TQ 736 199 and TQ 741 197. As well as construction of Water Waste 

Treatment Works and a compound with pumping station.  

 

The area through which the pipeline route is proposed comprises a mixture of amenity grassland, 

improved grassland, semi-improved grassland, broad-leaved woodland, mixed wood, arable land, dense 

scrub, buildings and running and standing water.  

 

1.3 SURVEY CONSTRAINTS 

This survey was subject to no constraints. 

 

1.4 LEGISLATION  

Badgers and their setts are protected under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992.  The Protection of 

Badgers Act 1992 is based primarily on the need to protect badgers from baiting and deliberate harm or 

injury; badgers are not protected for conservation reasons.  The following are criminal offences:  
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 To intentionally or recklessly interfere with a sett.  Sett interference includes disturbing badgers 

whilst they are occupying a sett, as well as damaging or destroying a sett or obstructing access to 

it. 

 

 To wilfully kill, injure, take, possess or cruelly ill-treat a badger, or to attempt to do so. 

 

A badger sett is defined in the legislation as: 

 

 ‘Any structure or place that displays signs indicating current use by a badger’. 

 

‘Current use’ is not synonymous with current occupation and a sett is defined as such (and thus 

protected) as long as signs of current usage are present.  Therefore, a sett is protected until such a time 

as the field signs deteriorate to such an extent that they no longer indicate ‘current usage’.  

 

Badger setts can be disturbed inadvertently by a multitude of operations including excavation and coring, 

even if there is no direct interference or damage to the sett.  Any intentional or reckless work that disturbs 

badgers is illegal without a licence from Natural England (NE).  
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2. METHODOLOGY 

2.1 DESK STUDY 

A desk study was undertaken as part of Ecological Constraints Report by Atkins in 2012 to determine 

records of badgers within a 1 km radius of the site.  This involved contacting appropriate statutory and non-

statutory organisations which hold ecological data relating to the survey area.  

 

The data collected from these consultees is discussed in Section 3.  

 

2.2 PRESENCE/ABSENCE BADGER SURVEY  

A habitat assessment was undertaken to identify the suitability of the site for use by foraging and sett 

building badgers.  This takes the nature of the surrounding landscape and connectivity with other foraging 

areas into account. 

 

The survey site was subject to a comprehensive walkover assessment for the presence of badger field 

signs.  Such signs include badger setts, footprints, pathways, hairs, snuffle holes and latrine sites.  Any 

signs recorded were plotted on an appropriately scaled map.  Where possible, the survey included a 30 m 

radius around the proposed development site. 

 

 

 

 

 



 Mountfield First Time Sewerage Scheme, East Sussex:  RT-MME-115661-03 
 Badger Survey   

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd.                 Page 7 

3. DESK STUDY  

3.1 BIOLOGICAL RECORDS  

As part of the Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey completed by Atkins, a desk study for records of 

protected species was completed.  This desk study identified no records of badger within a 1 km radius of 

the proposed development site.   

 

3.2 PREVIOUS BADGER SURVEYS  

During the walkover in October 2012 carried out by Atkins there were two fresh badger latrines found 

located at Hoath Wood. A number of holes were also seen in this woodland and a single badger hair was 

found by the entrance to one of these holes. Signs of rabbit were also found by the holes within this 

woodland. However this sett is located more the 30m away from the proposed works area.  
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4. RESULTS 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

The initial badger survey was undertaken on 16
th
 December 2013 by David Smith (Ecology and 

Landscapes Director). Weather conditions at the time of the survey are presented in Table 4.1. 

 

Parameter Condition 

Temperature (°C) 12 

Cloud Cover (%) 90 

Wind Force (Beaufort) F1 

Precipitation None  

Table 4.1: Weather Conditions During Survey 

 

4.2 BADGER SURVEY RESULTS 

The habitats along the proposed pipeline offer a range of foraging and sett building habitats for badgers in 

the form of grassland, dense scrub, woodland, hedgerows and arable fields. All suitable habitats were 

surveyed within 30 m of the proposed works corridor and no badger evidence in the form of latrines, hair, 

snuffle holes and/or setts were found.  
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5. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 CONCLUSIONS 

The proposed pipeline route goes through a number of suitable foraging and sett building habitats such 

as grassland, woodland, hedgerows and arable land. However no evidence of badger activity was found 

along the proposed pipeline route and 30 m each side of it. The badger sett recorded in Hoath Wood by 

Atkins during their walkover survey in 2012 is approximately 120 m away from the proposed work corridor 

therefore it will not be impacted by the proposed development.  

 

Lack of evidence combined with the lack of badger records in the area indicates that badgers are not 

currently utilizing the land where the proposed pipeline corridor exists for sett building. Therefore no 

further survey works regarding badgers are required and works can proceed as planned in regards to this 

species. However a precautionary recommendations are detailed in Section 5.2. 

 

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

As no badgers or evidence of badger activity was found within 30 m of the working corridor, no further 

survey or mitigation works with regard to these animals are required.  However, as badgers are mobile 

animals and may pass through the area, the following recommendations are made: 

 

R1 Any excavations on site should either be covered at night, or fitted with suitable mammal ramps 

in order to prevent badgers, or any other mammals, from becoming trapped. 

 

R2 Badgers are mobile animals.  As such, it is possible that they may excavate new setts in the area 

prior to works commencing.  Consequently, it is important to remain vigilant and, should any new 

setts be identified, it will be necessary to contact a suitably experienced ecologist.  

 

R3 Should no work have commenced within 18 months, this survey should be updated. 
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